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In connection with the achievements of the Prussian
Wochenblatt another recollection occurs to me, namely,
of a memorandum alleged to have been drawn up under
the Emperor Nicholas in the Foreign Office at St. Peters-
burg for the instruction of the heir to the throne; applying
to present circumstances the basis of Russian policy as laid
down in that apocryphal will of Peter the Great which
appeared at Paris somewhere about the year 1810, making
it appear that Russia was occupied in undermining all
other states with a view to universal sovereignty. I was
told later that this lucubration, which made its way into the
foreign, especially the English, press, was furnished by
Constantine Frantz.

While Goltz and his colleagues at Berlin were con-
ducting their affairs with a certain dexterity, of which
the article just mentioned is a sample, Bunsen, our am-
bassador in London, was imprudent enough in April 1854
to send to the minister Manteuffel a lengthy memoran-
dum calling for the restoration of Poland, the extension
of Austria as far as the Crimea, the deposition of the Er-
nestine line from the throne of Saxony, and more of the
same kind; and recommending the co-operation of Prussia
in this programme. Simultaneously he sent word to
Berlin that the English government would agree to the
acquisition of the Elbe Duchies by Prussia, if she would
join with the Western Powers; and in London he had
given it to be understood that the Prussian government
was ready for this, subject to the quid pro quo indicated.1
He had no authority to make either declaration. It was
too much at any rate for the King, when he discovered
it, much as he loved Bunsen. The King told Manteuffel

1 See von Sybel, Die Begrundung des Deutschen Reichs^ ii. 181.
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